
Welcome to the new Town Centre 
Update newsletter which will be 
distributed to retailers and busi-
ness premises in Worksop town 
centre. I hope that you find the 
information in this newsletter use-
ful and would welcome feedback 
on what type of information would 
be of interest. I have recently 

launched a new town centre Task 
Force looking at what we can do 
to turn arround Worksop town 
centre. We have already started to 
make inroads on the cleanliness of 
the town and are stepping up en-
forcment action in relation to ASB, 
littering and the problems caused 
by Legal Highs. 

Worksop 
town centre    Update
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Town Centre Update 
Cllr Simon Greaves, Leader of the Council

HLF Bid - The Council is waiting to hear from the Heritage Lottery Fund to see if we have been 
succesful in a bid that could see up to £2.2 million invested in restoring buildings along Bridge St.
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Shopwatch Relaunches 
Shopwatch in Worksop 
has been relaunched 
with 80 businesses now 
signed up to the scheme. 
Shopwatch allows prem-
ises to communicate with 
each other and the police 
via a radio link to report 
shoplifting and issues 
like ASB.  
Any businesses wanting 
to get involved in Shop 
Watch can find out more 
information by calling 
Shopwatch Chairman 
Philip Jackson on  
01909 262263.

Remembrance Day Parade 
The annual Remembrance Day Parade and Service 
will take place on Sunday 12th November 2017. The 
Parade will ‘form-up’ in the Old Market Square in 
front of the Town Hall at around 10.10 am before 
being inspected by the Deputy Lieutenant of  
Nottinghamshire, Mr William Parente and the Chair-
man of the District Council, Councillor Madelaine 
Richardson. The Worksop Miners’ Welfare Band will 
play during the inspection. At approx. 10.40 am the 
Parade will ‘march off’ from the Market Square down 
to the War Memorial via Potter Street and Watson 
Road to the sound of a drumbeat. A short wreath lay-
ing Service and Act of Remembrance will take place 
at the War Memorial at approximately 10.50am before 
the two minutes silence at 11.00am followed by the 
playing of the ‘Reveille’. The Parade will then proceed 
to the Priory Church for a Service. All are welcome.   
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Do you have ideas for improving Worksop? The Business Forum Needs You 
Worksop Business Forum is always on the look out for new members and good ideas 
about how they can work to improve the Town. Over the last few years the Forum has or-
ganised the Christmas Lights Switch On, Worksop by the Sea (pictured above), Charter 
Day celebrations with the Worksop Charter Trustees and assisted in organising Worksop 
Pride. Philip Jackson, Worksop Business Forum Chair hopes that more local businesses 
will step forward and join the Forum. “The Forum would love more of our local business-
es to get involved.”  Contact philip@worksopbusinessforum.co.uk



From London to Manchester, the UK’s Spice epi-
demic, is a national problem. It is one of the most 
popular and widespread New Psychoactive Sub-
stances (NPS) and in the past few months it has 
been all over the news. With the press publishing 
scenes of disorientated users passed out in city 
centre streets,  Spice, it seems, is everywhere. 
With side effects ranging from anxiety and paranoia 
at the milder end of the spectrum to convulsions 
and organ failure at the other, even consistent drug 
users report that withdrawal from Spice is worse 
than from heroin or crack cocaine, with an intensity 
of addiction that far outweighs that of herbal can-
nabis. Local media across the region including the 
Derbyshire Times and the Worksop Guardian have 
also run stories on ‘Zombies’ and ‘The Walking 
Dead’ about NPS users in Chesterfield and Work-
sop town centres.  

What are NPS? 
New psychoactive substances (NPS) – often in-
correctly called Legal Highs – contain one or more 
chemical substances which produce similar effects 
to illegal drugs (like cocaine, cannabis and ecsta-
sy). Some NPS may have been legal in the past but 
the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 means that 
these drugs are illegal to produce, supply, or import 
for human consumption.

Not enough is known about many of these drugs 
including their effects on people, or the effects 
when mixed with other substances or alcohol. 
Some have been linked to poisoning, emergency 
hospital admissions and deaths. 

NPS are sold in different forms such as powders, 
pills, smoking mixtures, liquids, capsules, or on 
perforated tabs. NPS that come as powders, pills 
or capsules tend to be snorted or swallowed, while 
smoking mixtures are either smoked in a joint or 
spliff or by using a pipe. There have also been 
reports of some people injecting NPS. 

The main effects of almost all psychoactive drugs 
can have widely different strengths and effects on 
different people including: 
•Stimulants (like mephedrone, naphyrone) act 
like amphetamines, cocaine, or ecstasy, in that they 

fast-thinking, very chatty and euphoric
•Downers or sedatives (like GBH/GBL, methox-
amine) act similarly to benzodiazepines (drugs like 
diazepam or Valium), or GHB/GBL, in that they can 
make you feel euphoric, relaxed or sleepy. 
•Hallucinogens or psychedelics (like NBOMe 
drugs) act like LSD, magic mushrooms, ketamine 
and methoxamine. They create altered percep-
tions and can make you hallucinate (seeing and/or 
hearing things that aren’t there). They can induce 
feelings of euphoria, warmth, ‘enlightenment’ and 
being detached from the world around.
•Synthetic cannabinoids (like Spice or Black 
Mamba): act similarly to cannabis. The effects of 
these are similar cannabis intoxication:  relaxation, 
altered consciousness, disinhibition, a state of 
being energised and euphoria.
Users can’t be sure of what they have bought, or 
the effect it’s likely to have on them. For many NPS, 
there has been little or no research into the risks 
from human consumption. Forensic testing of NPS 
has shown that they often contain different sub-
stances to what the packaging says.  
 
Tackling the problem
As we have seen from the national and local media 
coverage, the effects of NPS on users are very vis-
ible. However, drugs are not used in a vacuum and 
it is important to understand the particular issues 
these groups face when working with Spice and 
NPS users. The Council is working with the Police, 
Public Health and the Drug Treatment Service on 
a response to the situation alongisde enforcement 
action. We currently have 23 Criminal Behaviour 
Orders in place and have issued 19 Fixed Penalty 
Notices in relation to NPS use and steet drinking in 
Worksop Town Centre. The Council has also  
applied for three injunctions against individuals 
linked to NPS and last week a number of drug war-
rants were excuted in relation to the supply of NPS. 
Where appropriate the Council can then apply for 
closure notices on these premises. Please report 
any concerns to the Council’s ASB Team on 01909 
533 533 or to the Police via 101. 
 
Gerald Connor 
Community Safety Co-ordinator
Bassetlaw District Council

Spice & Mamba - What are New Psychactive Substances (NPS)?

@BassetlawDC  .......................                 www.bassetlaw.gov.uk .......................            Bassetlawdc 
 



Marketing & Social Media
The Council is offering free full day workshops on 
Marketing Essentials and Social Media for local busi-
nesses. Supported by the European funds & Sheffield 
City Region the workshops explain the key concepts 
in marketing and give participants the opportunity to 
apply them to their business. Please contact fiona.
humpage@bassetlaw.gov.uk to book a free place.   

Upcoming Dates
Sunday 12th November 2017.
Remembrance Day Parade and Service  
10.10am - Old Market Square, Worksop 

Saturday 25th November 2017
Worksop Christmas Lights Switch On
Contact - Philip@worksopbusinessforum.co.uk 

23rd January 2018 (Lion Hotel, Worksop) 
Social Media - Connecting with Customers  
Free Workshop - fiona.humpage@bassetlaw.gov.uk 
 
14th March 2018 (The Well, Retford) 
Marketing Essentials 
Free Workshop - fiona.humpage@bassetlaw.gov.uk 

Worksop Pride returns for a Third Year - 7th July 2018  
 
Worksop Pride will return to the Old Market Square in Worksop next July for its third 
year in town. The event continues to go from strength to strength and is supported by 
the Worksop Business Forum, Bassetlaw District Council and other partners. Next years 
event will be bigger than ever and will look to bring even more people into the town 
centre. For more information on stalls, catering and refreshment provision opportunities 
contact Crystal Lucas, Worksop Pride Organiser at worksoppride@hotmail.com 

Town Centre Window Vinyls 
The Council has written to the agents or landlords of 
13 empty units in the town centre with proposals to 
cover the windows with attractive vinyl coverings. 
Work should be starting in November to cover the 
participating shopfronts and help smarten up the 
appearance of our high street. 
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